caBIG Vocabularies and Common Data Elements  Workspace Participant Form 

Participants: please complete this form in advance of the caBIG kickoff meeting and return by e-mail to adamsm@mail.nih.gov.  Completed forms will be made available to all participants in advance of the meeting to enhance workspace discussions.  You should also use the information on this worksheet to structure your presentation.  Additional materials you would like reviewed but will not have time to present can also be submitted in advance to the email address above and we will see that it is made available to the other Workspace participants.

1.  Sponsoring Cancer Center – University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute 

2.  Workspace – Vocabularies and CDE

3. Software systems you are familiar with, would recommend, or should be built relevant to vocabulary and common data elements 

We have two suggestions:

a. Consider whether the entire EVS-linked, CDE development infrastructure can be created by using existing resources in, and developing one or more additional plugins to, Protégé v 2.0.

b. It may be worthwhile to provide basic services or modular applications for NCI vocabulary - based annotation of clinical free-text documents (by extending open source software we developed for the Shared Pathology Informatics Network: http://spin.nci.nih.gov/content.).
4.  Data standards relevant to caBIG:

General standards and terminologies: ISO/IEC 11179, LOINC, OWL, HL7 RIM, and many, many content and domain-specific standards (SNOMED, SEER, CAP protocols, AJCC, NAACCR, CPCTR, CBCTR, EDRN, etc).

There are also many developing efforts that are worth exploring for specific purposes: Foundational Model of Anatomy, SPIN 

5.  Mechanisms for engaging caBIG domain workspaces in data standards development and recommendations

Here are some ideas for consideration:

a. Assign Vocabulary-CDE WG delegates to act as liaisons to each of the three domain WG and Architecture WG. Domain WG should provide liaisons as well.

b. Decide quickly and draft short document on foundational data standards for CDE development - annotated with working assumptions of the Vocab/CDE WG and distribute this to Domain WGs. For example, if ISO/IEC 11179 is chosen – it would be good to make this choice rapidly – disseminate the existing standards document along with CaBIG – provide specific annotations and examples for developers to study.

c. Develop inventory (checklist style) of current data standards used among all the developer and adopter sites in CaBIG – relevant to the three Domain WS. Are these data standards in use within existing operational systems? What adaptations have been made if any? Quickly compile, analyze and feedback to rest of CaBIG.

d. Vocabulary/CDE WG meetings should collocate with Domain and Architecture WG on a rotating basis, or else one of us should attend a selection of meetings of each Domain WS.

e. Develop initial (draft) timeline for CDE and intra-operability goals in collaboration with domain and architecture WG. Development of CDE infrastructure will need to stay ahead of the Domain WS schedules.

f. Identify and work with Domain WS Content Developers to inventory and prioritize most important necessary additions to the existing NCI terminologies. Assign pairs (one Vocab/CDE delegate or proxy AND one Domain Expert) to draft plans for extension.

g. Very importantly, we need to develop appropriate infrastructure that constrains CDE development to underlying data and work process models.

6. Mechanisms for engaging architecture workspace to coordinate the delivery of semantic content. 

Hard to define without a better idea of where the boundaries are between Architecture and Vocabularies/CDEs and Domain WGs. At the very least, we should have a liaison to the Architecture WG.

